
North America remained the world’s largest source market 
for ocean-going cruise passengers in 2024, sending more 
than 20 million travelers to sea. That represents a 13.4 % 
year-over-year increase, reinforcing the region’s role as a 
powerful engine of global cruise demand.

Out of 34.6 million cruise guests that sailed worldwide in 
2024, the United States alone accounted for approximately 
19 million, or more than half of the global total. Among 
those American travelers, nearly two-thirds chose the 
Caribbean as their preferred destination.

With such a strong representation among global cruise 
travelers, North America helped shape key benchmarks for 
the industry. Passengers from the region averaged 45.7 
years of age and spent an average of 6.8 days at sea. By 
comparison, global averages were slightly higher at 46.5 
years and 7.1 days. 

Within the United States, the three most populous states 
were also the top three source states for cruise guests.

Florida led with 3.3 million resident cruisers, exceeding even 
Germany, the second-largest source country globally, which 
recorded 2.6 million cruisers. Texas followed with 1.76 
million cruise guests, up 9% over 2023 numbers. California 
contributed 1.54 million passengers, exhibiting relatively flat 
growth with a modest 0.2% increase from 2023.

The Caribbean remained the most popular destination by a 
wide margin, attracting 13.8 million North American cruise 
guests in 2024. Alaska followed as the second most visited 
region, with approximately 1.6 million passengers sailing 
north. The Mediterranean came in third, drawing 1.4 million 
North American travelers and accounting for about 7% of 
cruisers from the United States, Canada, and Mexico.
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