
European source markets in 2024 generated an impressive 8.4 
million cruise passengers who set sail on itineraries worldwide. 
This marks a 3% increase over the previous year’s 8.2 million 
passengers and reflects the steady, sustainable growth of the 
cruise market across the continent.

European cruise travelers spent an average of 8.8 days at sea, a 
slight decrease from 8.9 days in 2023, yet still above the global 
average of 8.7 days. The average age of cruise passengers held 
steady at 48, highlighting the consistent, multi-generational 
appeal of cruising in Europe.

Germany has remained Europe’s leading source market for 
multiple consecutive years, contributing 2.57 million cruise 
passengers. With average cruise durations of 9.3 days and an 
average traveler age of 47.2, Germany continues to shape the 
regional profile of cruising behavior.

The United Kingdom and Ireland secured the second spot once 
again, sending 2.4 million passengers on cruises in 2024. This 
represents a 5% increase from the previous year. UK and Irish 
travelers favored more extended holidays at sea, averaging 9.7 
days, with an average age of 54.3. Their strong participation 
helps support the broader regional trends.

Italy followed in third, with travel patterns that closely 
mirrored global averages. Italian cruisers averaged 42 years in 
age and spent 7.3 days on board, aligning closely with 
international benchmarks of 46.5 years and 7.1 days.

Spain contributed 610,000 cruise passengers in 2024, 
representing a 4% increase from the previous year. Spanish 
travelers tended to be slightly younger, with an average age 
of 44.4 years, and opted for shorter trips, averaging 7.5 days 
in duration.

France remained among the top five in European source 
markets in 2024, contributing 573,000 cruise passengers. This 
total was unchanged from the previous year. French travelers 
averaged 46.7 years of age and spent 7.9 days at sea, 
reflecting a consistent and dependable presence in the cruise 
market.
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Share of Source Passengers,  2024
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Source Market: Germany
2020, 2021 Omitted
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Source Market: Ireland & United Kingdom
2020, 2021 Omitted
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Source Market: Italy
2020, 2021 Omitted
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1,148 (-2.4% ▼)1,176 (48.7% ▲)791 (-16.7% ▼)950

Passenger Volume (K)

2019 2022 2023 2024

7.37.57.27.3

Average Duration, in Days

2019 2022 2023 2024

Central & Western Med.

Eastern Med.

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Northern Europe

Africa/Mid-East

Exploration Dest

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Canary Isl.

Asia/China

Baltics

Other

0.2%

0.3%

0.8%

0.9%

3.0%

5.1%

5.4%

26.3%

57.5%

0.6%

0.5%

0.3%

0.8%

1.0%

3.9%

4.9%

5.4%

26.2%

56.0%

0.4%

0.7%

2.0%

4.4%

2.8%

27.7%

61.8%

1.1%

2.7%

1.2%

1.4%

1.3%

0.5%

3.3%

5.2%

7.8%

25.5%

49.5%

Passenger Percentages by Trade Route / Destination

<=12 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 >=70

2019

2022

2023

2024

10%78%

82%

78%

82%

3%

7%

9%

8%

5%

6%

6%

5%

5%

2%

3%

2019

2022

2023

2024

10%14%

12%

13%

14%

18%

17%

18%

18%

18%

17%

17%

16%

12%

14%

12%

12%

10%

10%

12%

13%

12%

12%

8%

9%

9%

8%

9%

9%

8%

9%

9%

Up to 3 Days 4-6 Days 7 Days 8-13 Days 14 Days 15-20 Days 21+ Days

% by
Age

Range

% by
Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Up to 3 Days

4-6 Days

7 Days

8-13 Days

14 Days

15-20 Days

21+ Days 6

7

18

86

938

60

32

6

6

39

109

921

73

23

4

14

56

652

45

20

6

11

8

95

741

45

44

4%

13%

-53%

-21%

2%

-18%

42%

61%

184%

93%

41%

63%

15%

-100%

-63%

69%

-40%

-12%

-1%

-55%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

<=12

13-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

>=70 102

158

209

181

133

105

111

131

102

155

210

191

144

108

104

141

65

92

136

135

106

77

67

102

94

133

171

164

111

78

71

108

0%

2%

0%

-5%

-7%

-2%

6%

-7%

57%

69%

54%

41%

36%

40%

56%

37%

-31%

-31%

-20%

-17%

-4%

-2%

-6%

-5%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Age Group



Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Central & Western Med.

Eastern Med.

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Northern Europe

Africa/Mid-East

Exploration Dest

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Canary Isl.

Asia/China

Other

Baltics

3

3

10

10

34

59

62

301

658

7

5

4

10

12

46

58

64

308

659

3

5

15

35

22

219

487

26

11

11

14

12

5

32

50

74

243

470

-100%

-51%

-18%

-2%

-14%

-26%

1%

-3%

-2%

0%

128%

87%

198%

66%

184%

41%

35%

-87%

-100%

-100%

-100%

-57%

-100%

-51%

-30%

-70%

-10%

4%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: Italy (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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Italy, Average Age and Cruise Length by Trade Route, 2024



Source Market: Spain
2020, 2021 Omitted

2019 2022 2023 2024

44.445.043.645.6

Average Age

2019 2022 2023 2024

610 (3.9% ▲)587 (41.9% ▲)414 (-25.3% ▼)553

Passenger Volume (K)

2019 2022 2023 2024

7.57.67.47.3

Average Duration, in Days

2019 2022 2023 2024

Central & Western Med.

Eastern Med.

Northern Europe

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Africa/Mid-East

Exploration Dest

Canary Isl.

Asia/China

Baltics

Panama Canal/South Am

0.6%

1.1%

1.3%

1.4%

4.0%

9.8%

17.9%

62.4%

0.4%

0.9%

0.9%

1.1%

2.4%

1.4%

3.9%

8.8%

17.1%

62.4%

0.8%

0.5%

1.3%

1.2%

3.6%

7.0%

15.3%

69.1%

5.3%

0.7%

2.8%

0.6%

3.3%

1.4%

5.1%

10.2%

18.7%

50.6%

Passenger Percentages by Trade Route / Destination
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2024
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7%
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6%
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2023
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11%

13%
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18%
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16%

16%
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18%

18%

18%

17%

18%

17%

17%

11%

11%

10%

10%10%

11%

10%

10%

7%

7%

7%

7%

8%

9%

9%

9%

Up to 3 Days 4-6 Days 7 Days 8-13 Days 14 Days 15-20 Days 21+ Days

% by
Age

Range

% by
Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Up to 3 Days

4-6 Days

7 Days

8-13 Days

14 Days

15-20 Days

21+ Days 7

3

7

39

522

22

10

5

4

14

52

481

23

6

2

3

7

34

344

16

8

3

6

5

38

474

15

13

32%

-12%

-51%

-26%

8%

-6%

54%

149%

49%

93%

56%

40%

48%

-18%

-15%

-58%

40%

-11%

-27%

6%

-40%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

<=12

13-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

>=70 72

95

109

101

63

45

60

60

73

92

103

95

60

40

54

56

44

58

73

74

46

29

38

43

63

97

101

92

60

37

44

51

-2%

3%

7%

6%

4%

12%

11%

7%

67%

59%

41%

29%

31%

35%

45%

30%

-30%

-40%

-28%

-19%

-23%

-20%

-15%

-15%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Age Group



Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Central & Western Med.

Eastern Med.

Northern Europe

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Africa/Mid-East

Exploration Dest

Canary Isl.

Panama Canal/South Am

Baltics

Asia/China

4

7

8

8

24

59

108

377

5

2

5

6

14

8

23

52

100

366

3

2

5

5

15

29

63

286

4

29

15

4

18

8

28

57

104

280

-100%

-100%

-32%

2%

-42%

0%

7%

15%

8%

3%

50%

170%

160%

60%

52%

79%

58%

28%

-100%

-89%

-87%

-100%

-71%

-33%

-47%

-49%

-39%

2%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: Spain (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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Spain, Average Age and Cruise Length by Trade Route, 2024



Source Market: France
2020, 2021 Omitted

2019 2022 2023 2024

46.746.846.749.0

Average Age

2019 2022 2023 2024

573 (-0.4% ▼)576 (77.3% ▲)325 (-40.4% ▼)545

Passenger Volume (K)

2019 2022 2023 2024

7.98.07.58.0

Average Duration, in Days

2019 2022 2023 2024

Central & Western Med.

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Eastern Med.

Northern Europe

Exploration Dest

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Africa/Mid-East

Canary Isl.

Panama Canal/South Am

Asia/China

Baltics

Australasia

Other

0.5%

0.5%

0.5%

0.5%

0.7%

1.5%

2.5%

2.6%

5.5%

11.0%

21.1%

52.7%

0.5%

0.6%

0.7%

1.0%

2.1%

2.5%

1.8%

6.8%

10.0%

18.2%

55.1%

0.8%

3.0%

1.9%

1.2%

5.6%

11.4%

11.4%

62.3%

0.7%

0.6%

2.2%

2.0%

1.2%

1.1%

3.5%

3.6%

1.8%

6.5%

14.4%

22.3%

40.0%

Passenger Percentages by Trade Route / Destination

<=12 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 >=70

2019

2022

2023

2024

14%

12%

10%

11%

70%

76%

70%

73%

2%3%

2%

7%

4%

5%

5%

8%

6%

4%

3%

3%

2019

2022

2023

2024

18%

17%

17%

17%

20%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

14%

15%

14%

14%

10%

10%

10%

10%

10%

11%

9%6%

7%

7%

7%

6%

8%

7%

7%

9%

Up to 3 Days 4-6 Days 7 Days 8-13 Days 14 Days 15-20 Days 21+ Days

% by
Age

Range

% by
Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Up to 3 Days

4-6 Days

7 Days

8-13 Days

14 Days

15-20 Days

21+ Days 9

9

21

61

420

35

18

8

11

38

57

404

48

11

4

8

39

247

17

10

10

12

14

77

381

27

23

16%

-21%

-43%

7%

4%

-26%

66%

144%

372%

47%

64%

184%

13%

-100%

-62%

-42%

-50%

-35%

-39%

-58%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

<=12

13-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

>=70 84

88

86

72

50

36

38

53

86

88

86

74

50

36

37

53

51

49

49

44

29

21

23

31

92

102

86

70

46

28

32

46

-3%

0%

0%

-3%

-1%

-1%

0%

0%

68%

79%

76%

68%

75%

73%

66%

72%

-44%

-51%

-43%

-37%

-37%

-27%

-29%

-33%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Age Group



Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Central & Western Med.

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Eastern Med.

Northern Europe

Exploration Dest

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Africa/Mid-East

Canary Isl.

Panama Canal/South Am

Asia/China

Baltics

Australasia

Other

3

3

3

3

4

8

14

15

31

63

121

301

3

3

4

6

12

14

10

39

58

105

317

3

10

6

4

18

37

37

202

4

3

12

11

6

6

19

20

10

35

78

121

218

6%

-9%

-24%

-34%

-32%

-3%

48%

-20%

8%

15%

-5%

21%

25%

129%

168%

115%

57%

182%

57%

-100%

-100%

-77%

-100%

-100%

-100%

-48%

-68%

-61%

-49%

-53%

-69%

-7%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: France (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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France, Average Age and Cruise Length by Trade Route, 2024



Source Market: Netherlands
2020, 2021 Omitted

2019 2022 2023 2024

52.352.453.353.0

Average Age

2019 2022 2023 2024

128 (6.8% ▲)120 (46.0% ▲)82 (-32.8% ▼)123

Passenger Volume (K)

2019 2022 2023 2024

9.19.28.79.1

Average Duration, in Days

2019 2022 2023 2024

Northern Europe

Central & Western Med.

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Eastern Med.

Exploration Dest

Canary Isl.

Africa/Mid-East

Asia/China

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Panama Canal/South Am

Baltics

Alaska

1.7%

1.8%

3.9%

4.4%

8.6%

9.3%

16.5%

23.4%

25.3%

2.6%

1.9%

1.7%

5.0%

3.2%

5.8%

8.8%

14.4%

22.9%

29.6%

4.8%

2.7%

3.2%

4.4%

9.5%

11.1%

20.5%

37.7%

1.7%

4.3%

2.1%

2.0%

3.2%

5.7%

4.9%

4.9%

6.6%

21.0%

20.1%

21.1%

Passenger Percentages by Trade Route / Destination

<=12 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 >=70

2019

2022

2023

2024

13%

13%

19%

17%

18%

16%

59%

66%

56%

62%

2%
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5%

3%

4%

9%
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4%

4%

6%

4%

2%
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2024
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23%

22%
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23%

22%

22%

22%

21%

21%
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12%

11%

11%

11%
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6%

7%

7%

6%

6%

7%

7%

5%

5%

6%

5%

5%

5%

6%

6%

Up to 3 Days 4-6 Days 7 Days 8-13 Days 14 Days 15-20 Days 21+ Days

% by
Age

Range

% by
Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Up to 3 Days

4-6 Days

7 Days

8-13 Days

14 Days

15-20 Days

21+ Days 3

3

16

20

79

5

2

4

15

21

67

7

2

7

14

54

3

3

6

11

23

72

5

3

25%

-38%

4%

-6%

17%

-31%

114%

125%

57%

24%

116%

-100%

-66%

-36%

-40%

-25%

-39%

-100%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Duration

Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

<=12

13-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

>=70 26

27

25

13

8

9

7

7

26

25

24

12

8

8

6

6

18

17

16

8

5

5

4

4

24

26

24

13

7

7

6

6

2%

8%

5%

5%

8%

7%

2%

7%

45%

49%

47%

51%

56%

60%

56%

79%

-27%

-35%

-33%

-38%

-30%

-25%

-29%

-38%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Age Group



Passenger in K

2019 2022 2023 2024

 Variance

2019 2022 2023 2024

Northern Europe

Central & Western Med.

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Eastern Med.

Exploration Dest

Canary Isl.

Africa/Mid-East

Asia/China

Transatlantic/World Cr.

Panama Canal/South Am

Baltics

Alaska

2

2

5

6

11

12

21

30

32

3

2

2

6

4

7

11

17

27

36

4

2

3

4

8

9

17

31

2

5

3

2

4

7

6

6

8

26

25

26

-100%

-3%

8%

-18%

44%

57%

13%

22%

9%

-9%

-21%

0%

127%

95%

34%

88%

63%

14%

-100%

-26%

-100%

-9%

-100%

-62%

-100%

-40%

-4%

-64%

-31%

20%

Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: Netherlands (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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Source Market: Austria
2020, 2021 Omitted

2019 2022 2023 2024

48.347.548.950.2

Average Age

2019 2022 2023 2024

113 (3.0% ▲)109 (97.7% ▲)55 (-59.3% ▼)136

Passenger Volume (K)

2019 2022 2023 2024

9.38.88.98.8

Average Duration, in Days

2019 2022 2023 2024

Northern Europe

Central & Western Med.

Caribbean/Bahamas/Bermuda

Eastern Med.

Exploration Dest

Canary Isl.

Africa/Mid-East

Asia/China
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Baltics

Other
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4.1%
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3.0%
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4.6%
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7.0%
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14.6%
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3.0%
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6.0%

1.5%

19.7%
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28.1%

12.6%

Passenger Percentages by Trade Route / Destination

<=12 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 >=70

2019
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2023
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21%
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18%

57%

58%
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Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: Austria (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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Source Market: Switzerland
2020, 2021 Omitted
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Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: Switzerland (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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Source Market: Belgium
2020, 2021 Omitted
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Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: Belgium (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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Source Market: Portugal
2020, 2021 Omitted
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Passenger Volume & YOY Change by Trade Route / Destination

Source Market: Portugal (Continued)
2020, 2021 Omitted

Data Points with Values Below 2,000 Passengers are not Displayed in the above Visuals and Tables.
Some Data Points in the following dimensions were not captured, and were ignored from the corresponding tables and visuals: Age Group, Duration Group, and Trade Name; these exclusions account for, on average, 1% of each display.
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