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NORTH AMERICAN MARKETS 2019
The largest cruise market in the world experienced a healthy 8% growth last year, following a 
9% growth in 2018. The United States and Canada experienced an increase of 8.5% and 6.8%, 
respectively. The Caribbean, the most popular cruise destination in the world, has grown 7% for two 
years in a row. The growth in Alaska is accelerating, with a 20% increase following a 14% increase 
last year. Most remarkably, with more than 250,000 passengers from North America, Canada and New 
England experienced a sharp increase of 49% following a flat year in 2018.

While the North American market experienced growth in 2019, the emergence of COVID-19 in 2020 
led the cruise industry to take immediate and aggressive action to mitigate the risk of the virus—
which culminated in a global pause in operations in mid-March. 

Following the pause in operations, with strict protocols in place, and with the approval and support 
of local and regional authorities, cruise lines were able to successfully resume limited operations in 
Europe and other parts of the world. The successes of these initial sailings inspire hope for the future, 
and CLIA and our cruise line members will continue to work with public health authorities to identify 
the necessary steps to resume sailing in North America in a responsible manner that keeps public 
health in the forefront.
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Regional Overview: North America
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